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“be a subject of the widest possible discusston. [,
This, I think, is not oily desirable, but is impcratlve ‘

: \\mld and how well we are )ielfolmhlg. h
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hghfs" out of our friends and allies.
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INDEPENDENCE, Mo., Aug, 8.—There has been a.
growing tendency in recent Presidential electlons to.
Injecl. partisan party politics lnto the conduct ol for- 4‘
eign affalrs, -

The rough and tumble game of pulitlcal 1ivnhv is havdly '
<& proper platform from which to debate fmeh,n policy.

£ There are those who tend to forget that in making im-

puilsive statements involving our natienal .security, they are .
working for a third world war—an atomic war —and I suggest
that they had better stop and think before they get us into

-more trouble than the world 18 now faced with, -

I have always maintained Lhal our foreign policy should '

For in a free country the people expect to be fully informed
on every important aspect 0[ our foreign opemtlons that
can prudently e revealed.

Our people have a rlv ht to know whit goes on ln the I

S

Whal' Critics Should Know

¥

. At the same tiine it should be clear, even to the zealots, ‘l

that it makes no sense wh;:tever ‘to lump our tioubles with |
the outside world into a charge of mismana emmt st
the admxmscmtmﬁnmomd—ﬁprtm Inase tf{a i&m
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; Forelgn pollcy wnll be a major campalgn issue, pers’
+haps the chief one. But former President Truman urges all:
! candidates to stay away from this issue because the verbal

; fireworks might incite our enemies and “scare the dayn,
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What tlww cntlcs do not. seent o undcnst«md fs that?
they are net playing with every-day politics on the ]oc'tl__
levél, They are, it fact, involving themselves and this nation *
fn something that could be misunderstood and lead lo scrious
compllcauom

To pul it another way, if we attempt to hurl foreign -

. L By HARRY s. TRUMAN i . ‘V‘_';-:pohcv into paltl:an politics, we will not only mislead our

Iriends and allies, but we will probably succeed in sc&umg\

: thn nayhﬂhts out of them before the campalgns are over. A

What's more, this kind of reckless and irresponsible talk
1'01 political advantage may well incite our enemles to fur tl\c1

mischief,
Throughout the years of my administr atlon I did my besb

tn keep partisan politics out of our foreign relations. I did '

&0 because I deeply believed that the security of the United

“-States required that the leaders of both parties in the Con- |

“ gress, in the Executive and among the people, must be unlt,ed R
ln meeting eur oblightions to the outside world,

In the new kind of world in which we live, forelzn policy
I-< an (-).cecdlhglv complex and sensitive business, There are
no easy answers. There are no quick soutions. It Is a tlme ;
oy - pattence,. understanding, thoughtful negotiation, and

H long -range planuning.

"Only the simple-minded and the ighorant are quick B
-to- offer panaceas for the world's troubles, and who are so-
vocal in their. advice on how we ane to deal with other nations.
‘Those who aspire to high office should think twice before
“they rush headlong into the forelgn policy field without a .
full comprehension of all that is invovlved.
©On one oceasion, while I was Pxesldenl:. I included in a

' public statement as follows:

“As far I am concerned, there ought to be no Democrats

' and no Republicins in the field of forelgn policy. We are all

Amcrlcann, all citizens of the mme xreat Republic." .
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Chmnpwned Bi-Partisan Approach to Forezgu Policy It 15 not possible for the Execu\ve always to excrcise.

P It was the late great Sen. Arthur Vandenburg, Republican .

L . — ' . T . .‘ __j _“I T #The question in my mind is this: s a hi-pactisan for=":
- . Mmorlty Kepl‘ lnformed SRR lelgn: pnlk‘v permancntly possible?’ T want to discuss it seriousiy

T o T A

hartv 1)n]|Hu\l system doec not inevitably, collide with the .
iomgoing s .
“Hence, my qnc«lmn Ts bi paruq-m fnrt-iwn polic\ pm-j’
.manently possible?’ Does this nccessity frrevocably " collide
with our two-party pohtlcal system (which is equally neces- i
sary)?...'!__‘ .

On another occasion, I said: .
“In foreign affairs you have a well charled course to fol-
lm\ Our foreign policy has been dcvclnped and txccutrd nn

]

ls Thls Pollcy Posmble? L
"4

The answer is that it has worked and worked succcsamlly.‘}‘
It s, I maintain, of the greatest importance that this bi-parti- 4
i san approach to foreign policy be continued, as in the, main it
:was during the two terms of the Republican Administration :
"with the subport of Speaker Sam Rayburn, Majority I.eader K
Lyndon Johnson and Chairman William Fulbright..
1 Bi-partisan or nonpartisan foreign policy was developed
4 by the, informed leaders of both politiéal parties, who were"
- determined that the tragic history of partisan opposition to
the League of Nations would not be xepeated in the post- f
’ World Wa,r iI plans for an enduring’ peace, - -
, . 'Who is to say what fate might; have befallen the Umted
.nations and the free world if- we had become involved in
: - partlsan political bickering .as the' League of Nalions be- ‘
!\ came entangled? Who is 0 say what might have become .
of the  United Nations and the world's hopes for peace, if
1. we had not taken a united stand in Korea?
 In foreign affalrs the President who speaks for the
‘ nation 1s called upon to make many decisions that relate .
to other nations— some urgént, some critical. In that role!
he acts and speaks for all the people. = 1 -
S e Chshat But, in 8 larger sense, the Executive’s task is to antief-~

= N ~*|, pate developinents and wotld trends and to plan and act
o THE LATE SEN. VANDENBURG .1 accordingly. f o
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faultless judgment when anticipating events in the foreign .

\‘ a bi-parlisan basis. T have done my best to strengthcn and (-Iield or when he takes steps and measures agaimt the unclear !

. exlend this practice. . , 91. undisclosed intentions of an adversary, - . E

‘“Members of both parties in and out of Congress have - But he should uot be harassed in the cxercne of fhat:

participated in the inner council in preparing and in actually | yesponsibility by partisan "attacks. The Txecutive makes de- 1

_ U“t”lm: outti thi pollcl:s of our Government, It has been a | cisions upon 'the best information available to i

_ mationaf and net a parly program. " This is why the CIA.was set up during m admmisbm—?

" It will be my best purpose, as well as that of Secretary ! ‘tion, to collect all ?nfoxmation sathered hvy the various:

Acheson, not only to keep members of the minority currently- %
£ g t seeurity ageéncics—unedited—so that ' the Prosident could
informed, but to solicit their views and take them Into serious - make his own jngments on the facts 1

account im both the formulation and implementation of .our i .
¢ foreign policy.” : . ' oo
There Is No Turnmg Back J
divection in which the new world was moving, and who as- . . ( ‘ - :
sumed a leading role in the evolution of our postwar foreign . For this nation, ‘there is no-turning back for we are.
" policy. He once observed: . on a course from which there is no returning. If we should
“During the past elght years there has been a clear dis- it Ver be so foolish or short-sighted asto revert to isolationism

“ position on the part of the Executive to work in far more in- _« 2nd abandon the free world to the desizns of thelr stronger”
: timate cooperation and Haison with his Constitutional partners i j neighbors, who would have & field day in overrunning them*
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- from Michigan, wha.so clearly and brilllantly understood the

(X

. in the Congress in respect to forcign poliey. 1 i'—we will Inevitably risk a third world war,

v “The - Foreign Relations Committee, under Republican’ l ., 'The Presidency of the United States has evolved lnto
* control and Jeadership in 1947 and 1548, during a Demacratic -, the most demanding, responsible, and powerful office " on.
i Presidency js the furiber proof and final exhibit, - | 4. earth. I sometimes think of it as vequiring ‘the administrativa:

; “Upon at least 50 occasions, many of which made history 'l 'genius of a Washington, the organizational ability of a. Jefa}
;with a magnitude in its dimensions, the Committee voted 13 % ferson, the great human insight of a Lincoln and the tenacityt
" to 0 with a conclusiveness which permitted the Voice of Amer~ ii. and courage of a Churchill=all 4n, qne person. ' 3
- fea to speak for America and not' for either an administration ] * In passing, T would lke to make thig commont to ours
or an opposition within the Government.” : frlends and allics cverywhere: ,
Sen. Vandenburg ‘'was not unmindful of his contradictory - “

. role as a leading Republican steering a nonpaftisan course, in Po nat stray Tyom us in quest of trade or in pursnil ol’
»support of the Administration’s forelgn policy. He once ex-,: Darrow national interests; help us keep the peace, and do’
) " pressed his dilemma in a letter before a tmthcomlng natlonal . not alarm yoursclves about our internal siresses and :.traim..
‘ election, in which he wrote In'part; ... “Those .miscries afflict us every four years when wa
“ . o I have & very deep interest in what I belleve to be “choose a President. We Invariably recover ihe morning after..

thc indispensable importance of a bi-parfisan foreizn policy :'! Ay a free and open soclety we enjoy all the prlvilczes and’

" (and I think you wlll readlly ndmlt that I. practloe what X t; suffer: ihv difficultics that go with it. . Doy

prcach). ‘ ;f'; VBt wh are - Inextricably commiited to frccdom and ln
& our participigtion In the building ¢ or  world of free mon.”. -
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